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A Message from our Teaching Staff
Reiche is partnering with the Just Read, Portland! Summer Reading Program and Portland ConnectED to
encourage children to read during the summer months. You may have heard the term “summer slide” which refers to the
fact that children loose newly acquired reading skills if they do not read during the summer. They can loose up to two
months of new learning, simply by not reading during the summer months!
We are encouraging all students to continue to grow as readers during the summer months by reading Just Right books
and by reading together as a family. The term, Just Right books, refers to books that are neither too hard, nor too easy.
Ms. McDonough, one of Reiche’s first grade teachers, will be at Reiche every Monday, June 30th – August 11th, from
1:30-2:30, to help students select just right books. WENA, West End Neighborhood Association, will be opening the
Community Center Book Nook (just up the ramp) every morning at 8:30 from June 23rd to August 29th. Children are
welcome to stop by for a breakfast bag (cereal, energy bar, juice box and fruit) and a book.
All Reiche students, in grades K-4, will be receiving a Tic-Tac-Toe reading log to keep track of the books they read during
the summer. (Look for the turquoise sheet with your son or daughter’s report card). There is a grade level specific book list
on back of the tic-tac-toe reading log. Simply record the books on the tic-tac-toe form. Then return the form to Reiche in
September. Students completing the form will receive a certificate and a prize.
Happy reading and have a safe summer!
Reiche Staff

SUMMER	
  IN	
  PORTLAND	
  -‐	
  GOOD	
  THINGS	
  TO	
  KNOW!
REICHE	
  COMMUNITY	
  SCHOOL	
  
Summer	
  Lunch	
  program	
  11:30-‐12:30	
  Monday-‐	
  Friday	
  on	
  the	
  brickwork	
  
Starts	
  June	
  23,	
  2014.	
  	
  	
  
FREE	
  for	
  children	
  ages	
  0-‐18	
  (we	
  cannot	
  serve	
  parents)
Monday	
  Night	
  Meals	
  and	
  a	
  Movie	
  -‐Rec	
  Rm	
  (enter	
  by	
  going	
  up	
  outside	
  ramp)
Meals	
  are	
  served	
  at	
  5:15,	
  Movies	
  begin	
  at	
  5:45ish.	
  	
  	
  
FREE	
  for	
  kids	
  and	
  families.	
  
Starts	
  June	
  23rd,	
  but	
  there	
  will	
  NOT	
  be	
  a	
  meal	
  or	
  movie	
  on	
  June	
  30th.	
  
Open	
  Swim	
  at	
  Reiche	
  starts	
  June	
  30th	
  1:00-‐3:00	
  every	
  day.	
  	
  FREE
PARKSIDE	
  NEIGHBORHOOD	
  CENTER,	
  85	
  GRANT	
  ST	
  
Summer	
  Lunch	
  program	
  12:00-‐1:00	
  Monday-‐	
  Friday	
  
Starts	
  June	
  30,	
  2014	
  	
  	
  
FREE	
  for	
  children	
  ages	
  0-‐18	
  (we	
  cannot	
  serve	
  parents)	
  
Youth	
  Ac<vi<es	
  1:00-‐3:00	
  Monday,	
  Tuesday,	
  Wednesdays	
  
Starts	
  June	
  30,	
  2014	
  	
  FREE	
  (this	
  program	
  kids	
  need	
  to	
  register	
  for)
Job	
  Skills	
  (for	
  adults)	
  Thursdays	
  1:30-‐3:00	
  
One	
  on	
  one	
  assistance	
  on	
  job	
  searches,	
  resumes,	
  interviews,	
  etc	
  
FREE
Parkside Playgroup (for young children 0-5 years) Tuesdays 9:30-11:00
Playtime/socialization for young children and their parents FREE
English classes for adults (FREE)
Thursdays and Fridays 10:30-12:30
English conversation group (to practice English) for adults
Fridays 3:30-5:00 FREE

FREE Community Meals Provided by Wayside Food Programs
Deering Center Community Church
4 Brentwood Street, Portland (corner of Stevens Ave)
DINNER THURSDAYS 5:30-6:30pm
First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church
425 Congress Street
DINNER 1st SUNDAY of the month 5:00-6:00pm
Hope.Gate.Way. United Methodist Center
185 High Street
LUNCH TUESDAYS 12 noon
DINNER THURSDAYS 5:30pm
Parkside Neighborhood Center
85 Grant Street corner of Mellen St
FAMILY & SENIOR SUPPER TUESDAYS 5:30pm
Salvation Army
297 Cumberland Ave
SENIOR LUNCH THURSDAYS 12:00-1:00pm
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
678 Washington Avenue
DINNER THURSDAYS 5:30-6:30pm
Woodfords Congregational Church
202 Woodford Street
LUNCH MONDAYS 12:00-1:00pm

If you go to the Neighborhood Center front desk - Parkside neighbors can get assistance finding out about community resources and supports
at the Neighborhood Center Front Desk. Hours are 10:00-6:00 Monday - Friday and 11:00-7:00 on Tuesdays 553-5940
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CLASSROOM NEWS...
News from Third Grade
It’s been a very busy spring! Third Graders have been on several field trips which has enriched our learning of Portland.
Our first trip was to Merrill Auditorium to see the African Children’s Chorus. The show was very uplifting and the students were
joyful. After the show we went into City Hall to view artwork that was created by the students in the Portland Schools. Some
of our third graders had work hanging and it was wonderful to see the talent the children possess.
Our next adventure was our trip to Resurgam which is the facility that composts the food scraps from our school. It was eyeopening experience for all!
We walked to the Osher Map Center at USM to learn about and see artifacts from Portland’s history. Students got a great
overview of our history, saw many maps and globes, played a game, and had a scavenger hunt!
Another trip we took was to the Longfellow House and we also toured the historic Old Port area. We learned so much about
Longfellow and his ancestors. We also learned about some historic events and saw buildings where these events took place.
Finally we toured the Portland Observatory and learned about Lemuel Moody and the part he played in the development of
Portland. We also toured the Eastern Cemetary and viewed the graves of some important historic figures.
At the Art Show the winning design for the Reading House was unveiled and the winner was announced to the spectators.
Congratulations to Cyrus Brown for the winning design and to all who participated! Lots of creative ideas were put forth by all
students.
It’s been an exciting, eventful spring with Cultivating Communities. Third Graders have learned so much about planting and
maintaining a garden.

Notice from Mrs. Villani and Art:
Don't forget while you're playing and reading and practicing math this summer, to DOODLE!!! A
doodle a day will keep your mind active and your heart happy! Bring in your 50 doodles on different
days to Mrs. Villani in September to get a treat.
Happy Doodling!

THANK YOU SUKIE RICE!
We will miss your entertaining, vibrant, uplifting, chorus and musical performances. We feel so lucky to have
had you as our music teacher and choral instructor throughout the years and can’t imagine anyone stepping into
your shoes. Thank you for bringing us such joy - and please know that you will be missed by all.
We wish you the very best of times in your retirement!
The Portland BOOK MOBILE will be visiting Reiche on:
June 20th from 3:30-4pm
and
June 27th from 4-4:30pm
The BOOK MOBILE parks in the bus loop on the Brackett Street side of the building and is a full service library
on wheels. They have thousands of titles on-board.
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Ms. Blayne’s Class: Our Reiche Memories
Although the end of the year is always so busy yet exciting, we took a few moments to reflect on our year together and our
memories here at Reiche School. We’ve experienced so many learning opportunities; we took risks, tried our best, had many
successes and through it all we shared lots and lots of laughter!
As the year is coming to a close and our fifth graders will be moving on to King, we all wanted to share some of our special
memories together as a class.
Bless: Reiche Through a Child’s Eyes
Reiche is a place where everyone is welcomed, no matter where you come from or what background you have. The field
trips are amazing whether they are educational or entertaining! Reiche was the best school ever! Every summer the school
holds a West Fest, which is totally awesome. Reiche is the place where everyone is welcomed!
Loreley: I remember my first day at Reiche, I have changed a lot since then. Once a frightened six year old girl sitting in a
classroom reading a book when I looked up and I saw me standing in front of myself, no it wasn’t me but a little girl spoke
in a voice very like mine. “Hi my name is Matilda, do you want to be my friend?” I said, “Um, I’m Loreley. And sure.” Now in
fifth grade, I have always dreaded the last day of Reiche and remembering that first day makes me wish that Reiche could
be my school forever.
Laura: Reiche means to me Mrs. Wu through Ms. Blayne…from watching a caterpillar growing into a butterfly, I feel like I
have grown my own wings. Wings that will take me to middle school. Reiche means a garden with fresh vegetables in the
spring snow mounds around the playground in the winter and all the leaves in the fall. I’ve been able to enjoy six years of
these magical seasons with Reiche. So I thanks Reiche for my wings, fresh vegetables, snow and most of all love…..for
Reiche made learning fun and amazing, thank you Reiche.
Jaycob: What I like about Reiche . The best memory I have is when I just came back from Winthrop and Hudaifa and Trey
and all of my friends were jumping and excited to see me again. I was happy to be back. I mostly enjoy going out for
recess and seeing Elijah and Demario and going on the swings. So my favorite memory is coming back to Reiche.
Iman: Reiche is the best school I ever have been to; it’s also the only school I ever have been to! I feel like it was just
yesterday I said, “Mommy don’t leave me.” Yet now I want to come to school every day.
Jonny: What I like about fourth grade is my teacher. When I have work that I don’t understand, she explains it to me. After
a while, the story or math or I.S. makes sense to me. She’s social with kids and she gets along with children very well. I’m
lucky I have her until I go to sixth grade. Anyone else who gets her next year should be glad. If there’s someone who
doesn’t like her, it would surprise me. That’s why I like fourth grade!
Bianca: When I got to Reiche I had tears in my eyes; I was thinking about how I was going to miss my old friends. As days
went by, my tears were going away because I was having fun. Then I started getting used to it. I still missed my old
friends, but I made some new friends. I also like Mr. Skillings, Mrs. Rice and Ms. Blayne.
Abdulle: The year that I liked the best was first grade! When I was in first grade I had lots of friends and Mr. D. as my
teacher. Mr. D. was a nice teacher! We always got tokens if we were nice and we could buy toys every Friday with the
tokens we earned. When we did our work, we used to get treats.
Aaliyah: I love, love times 100 Reiche School because I have three great, wonderful and amazing friends: Bless, Jennifer
and Audrey. I have a whole lot more friends too. Reiche has a pool and there are lots of awesome teachers like Ms.
BlaynSchool. I like to do math and my homework. I play soccer and basketball. I read books and help my friends. I love my
teacher and I love my school!
Axcel: What I like about Reiche is all of the teachers, the fieldtrips and my friends. I like my teachers because they can
teach me all that they know. I especially like my teacher, Ms. Blayne; she is really cool and fun and sometimes scary. I
haven’t spent much time at Reiche since this is my first year, but I have a lot of new memories.
Gradi: I am new to Reiche School and I like my teachers very much. I have made many new friends. I like to play soccer at
recess with my friends and I like doing math.
Moises: I am new to Reiche. I like to play soccer with my friends. I like my teacher, Ms. Blayne. Music and math are my
favorites!
Hudaifa: All my years at Reiche…they were times when we went to the Maine Wildlife Park, Boston, Augusta, Merrill and
the apple orchards when I was small. Over the years, I have made three close friends. Jaycob, Trey and Zeke are my best
friends. We had so many fun times at Reiche! It is the best school; there are so many things to do. If you feel sad you can
talk to your teachers because they make you feel better. Reiche is like a home for me.
Sabah: When I first came to Reiche, I didn’t speak any English. I love math and reading! I’m learning more and more
English. I love my teacher, Ms. Blayne. I have a lot of fun playing with my friends.
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Mrs Blayne’s Class Continued...
Audrey: I came to Reiche in third grade. Mrs. Fox was my teacher. I met my best friend, Andrea last year and we are still
friends today. Now she is my BFF! Now that I am in fourth grade, I met my new friends Aaliyah, Bless, Nyziel, Nyalil and the
funny boys in my class. I also had a new teacher, Ms. Blayne. At first I thought Ms. Blayne was mean; but as I got to know
her I realized that she is funny, nice and tells interesting stories. She also has a young face!! My favorite trip was Augusta
because it was my first time there. I learned a lot of things!! The talent show turned out to be awesome even though at the
beginning it was difficult to figure things out. Next year when I’m in fifth grade, I hope to meet new people and always do my
best work!!
Trey: I came to Reiche in third grade and had Mrs. Becker as my teacher! In fourth grade I had Mrs. Fox and in fifth, Ms.
Blayne. They are all really cool teachers! I’ve also made some really great friends and they helped me like the teachers did.
I’ve gone on really cool fieldtrips too: the Victorian Mansion, Augusta and Boston. Now it has come to the end of fifth grade
and time to say goodbye. Now I’m off to meet the “King!”
Deghulle: I came to Reiche this year. I have fun playing soccer and foursquare with my friends. I like math and reading. My
best fieldtrip was Augusta: the museum, the state house and Fort Western. I like to make my teachers and friends laugh. Next
year when I’m in grade five, I want to be writing a lot stories and doing hard math.
Baltazar: I will remember my old teachers at Reiche, Mrs. Becker, Mrs. Murray and Ms. Blayne. When I was in second grade I
remember going to the Victoria Manson, in third grade I went to the Observatory, in fourth grade I went to Augusta and in
fifth grade I went to Boston. It was fun!

Two of our Finest Say Farewell to
Reiche
and Hello to Retirement!

To the Reiche School Community,
After 37 years as a Speech Therapist, the last 33 here at Reiche, I can
certainly say it's been a GREAT ride! I feel very blessed to say I have
loved my job from my very first day until now. Not many people can say
that. I am so proud to have worked with the best educators in this
district. Look what we have done here! We are a Teacher Led School!!
How many schools can say that? A handful, that's it!
This school community, the parents and of course, the kids, are so
amazing. It has been an honor to be a part of this incredible school
community for all these years and I am so proud to have been a part of
the transformation that has taken place in the last 4 years especially!
All eyes are on Reiche. Don't ever lose your passion and your drive! One
thing is for sure, I will always be your loudest cheerleader!
All the Best! And you will see me around!!
Joni Beliveau
Dear colleagues, parents and friends,

Candice Thomas and Joni Beliveau

After 17 great years at Reiche, I will be retiring this year. For more that
30 years now, I've been involved in education. It's been both an exciting
and rewarding career. Though I look forward to new beginnings and
new challenges, the relationships I've formed, with colleagues, parents
and students, will not be forgotten. Reiche is a very special place and I
know how lucky I am to have been a part of this wonderful school and
community.
Best wishes,
Candice Thomas

Thank you to all who made our 2nd Annual “Family Fun Day” a roaring success! Without
the help of the Portland Recreation Department, Portland Community Policing Center,
Personal Sponsors, the Portland Public Library Bookmobile, and the many many
volunteers who lent a hand to run events and field games - this day could never have been
as successful as it was.
Much appreciation and gratitude goes out to Andy McNabb for organizing and running the
day-long basketball tournament.
Also, a very special thank you to Nance and Greg for lending us one of their amazing
shoestring theatre puppets for the day.
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News from our Community Coordinator - Sylvie Montello
Once again Reiche has been extremely fortunate to have received support for various activities, field trips, technology
and supplies. Here are some examples:
Jewish Women’s Council of Southern Maine donated.75 backpacks & supplies for all our incoming K students.
Berry Dunn Public Accountants donated 50 backpacks & supplies for students .
Anne Foss Fund awarded $1460 to purchase document camera, projectors,& screens .
Boston Museum of Science awarded a $399 Scholarship towards admission for our 5th grade field trip.
Wells Estuary awarded a $250 Scholarship towards admission for our 5th grade field trip.
Portland Water District awarded $200 for transportation to the USM Water Festival .
Ticket to Ride awarded a $500 grant towards transportation for our 4th grade field trip to Augusta.
Destination Portland provided $75 towards transportation for our K students to visit the Merrill Auditorium
Portland Educational Foundation awarded $500 to purchase books for Mrs. Feenstra’s new reading program.
Healthy Portland Snap-Ed Program provided free nutrition workshops for all classrooms.
Altrusa volunteers visited our K classrooms and donated a book and stuffed animal to all students.
CMP provided its safety presentation to our 4th graders.
USM presented their “Physics Road Show” to our 4th & 5th graders.
And above all else, Reiche had numerous hours donated by our parent and community volunteers.
We want to thank everyone for his or her generous support; we could not do it without your help.

HAPPY SUMMER!
PTO May Meeting
Thanks to all who came out for May’s PTO meeting, the last of the year! We got a lot done, including voting on
a number of items.
Changes to the PTO leadership structure were unanimously approved, as were changes to PTO operational
procedures and the proposed budget for next school year. Finally, members at the meeting overwhelmingly
voted to fund an eight-seat picnic table for teachers and students to be placed in the Reiche garden – watch for it
soon!
Thanks again to all who attended, and we look forward to another great year with you starting in the fall. If you
have any great ideas over the summer about what we can do to help make Reiche even better, please drop us a
line at reichepto@gmail.com.
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THANK	
  YOU	
  VOLUNTEERS
Reiche Community School is thankful to have so many volunteers help throughout the school year. Cheers to
the volunteers!

Special Recognition to our Star Volunteers who will be leaving us this year (Do your kids really
have to graduate?). Thank you for always helping out and bringing your spirit, positive attitude, and good cheer
with you wherever you go. You will be missed!
Alison Hawkes

Karl Vertz

Mary Clews

Heather Tanguay

Chip Martin

Many Thanks to the Parents who offer their time, energy, and much more for Reiche’s success!
Georgia Barnes
Myra Bresnahan
Joel Ellis Brown
Blue Butterfield
Kevin Butterfield
Lindsay Cadwallader
Lorie Dana
Todd Dana
Elise Devon
Rebecca Ermlich
Will Everitt
Perryn Ferris
Annette Grimm
Jim Hettenbach
Hazel Holmes
Melissa Knoll
Scott Knoll
Dean Marvin
Ginny Marvin
Andy McNabb
John Monroe
Leslie Pohl
Jeff Shafto
Jeremy Stein
JoAn Street
Elsa Rowe
Jeanne Swanton
Leah Whalen
Judy Watson
Tom Watson
The Green Team
Allison Villani
Wynne Wirth
John Anton
Renee Schwalberg
The parents who bake for the PTO!
The Auction Committee
Thanks to all of our wonderful Reiche
Bestie
Phillip and Suzanne Butterfield
Jon Hinck

Friends and Family who give so much!
Pastor Chuck
Howard and Susan Dana
Charlotte Maloney

Ed Bryan
James Paul Gauthier
Ford Reiche

And some of the Local Businesses that have shown their support throughout the year!
ASAP Taxi
Brackett Street Veterinary
Clark Insurance
Flatbread
Gorham Savings Bank
Local 188
Nappi Distributors
TW&Company
Portland Public Library
Street and Company
Wayside Food Programs
Youth in Action

Aurora Provisions
Bayside Print
CBRE| The Boulos Company
Chickadee Health
Crunch Book, Tax & Property
El Rayo
Fore Street
Fresh Approach
Jeanne Handy Design
John Hatcher Realty
Maine Orthodontics
Maine Yacht Services
North Coast Services
Port Property Mgt
Portland Policing
Portland Power Yoga
Portland Recreation
Standard Baking Co
Sun Oriental
VIA Agency
West End Neighborhood Association (WENA)
J.Joanna Yu, DMD
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Keep those Math Skills Sharp this Summer!
Students have been working hard with the new enVisions math program and have been making great progress. One
area where many students need a little more practice is in the area of fact fluency. The common core requires that
students know their facts quickly and accurately and at younger grades than in the past. It would be helpful if students
could spend a few minutes each day, or at least a couple of times a week, practicing math facts. Many of the games from
Math Night can be helpful-especially Tens Go Fish, Snappo, UNO Salute, Close to 21 and Facts Practice. When in the car
use the numbers in the license plate ahead of you to practice adding, subtracting, or multiplying. Or punch the numbers
into a calculator and try to answer before pressing the = key.
First in Math (www.firstinmath.com) is also good for practicing facts. One way to see if your child knows his or her facts is
by taking the Just the Facts quiz (JTF 100) in First in Math. I recommend all children start with addition, and continue to
subtraction, and then test themselves in multiplication and division (grades 3 and up). After taking the quiz students can
practice with the Power Builders if needed. Students should be trying to get a score of 95% or higher. For most children
the login is pps-firstname-lastinitial (ppskarenm) and the password is pps-studentid (pps24680.)
Students in Grades 2-5 can also practice math using IXL
(www.IXL.com/signin/reiche) For most students the login is their id/lunchnumber. For all students the password is
rch12345. There are many skills for each grade level. It’s okay to use a lower or higher grade level if that’s a better fit.
Feel free to email Mrs. Morton (mortok@portlandschools.org) if you are having troubles accessing the computer programs
or want math night game directions emailed to you.
I hope students have fun practicing their math facts so they’ll be ready to solve more challenging math problems in the
fall.
Yours in math,
Karen Morton
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Portland Public Library
Summer Reading Program
Reading in Portland: Paws for Reading

Reading	
  programs	
  will	
  run	
  for	
  8	
  weeks,	
  star6ng	
  the	
  week	
  of	
  June	
  1st	
  and	
  ﬁnishing	
  on	
  July	
  31st.	
  	
  The	
  goal	
  will	
  be	
  to	
  read	
  (or	
  be	
  
read	
  to)	
  8	
  books.	
  	
  Each	
  par6cipant,	
  ages	
  5-‐12,	
  will	
  receive	
  a	
  reading	
  log	
  to	
  keep	
  track	
  of	
  his/her	
  reading,	
  an	
  Adventure	
  Map	
  
and	
  a	
  6cket	
  voucher	
  to	
  a	
  Portland	
  Sea	
  Dogs	
  game.	
  	
  Each	
  6me	
  you	
  check	
  out	
  a	
  book	
  at	
  the	
  library,	
  you	
  can	
  get	
  a	
  free	
  6cket	
  to	
  
ride	
  a	
  Greater	
  Portland	
  Metro	
  Bus!	
  	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  weekly	
  drawing	
  for	
  a	
  giQ	
  cer6ﬁcate	
  to	
  Longfellow	
  Books	
  for	
  progress	
  
made	
  on	
  Adventure	
  Maps,	
  star6ng	
  the	
  week	
  of	
  June	
  9th.	
  	
  AQer	
  4	
  books	
  are	
  read,	
  stop	
  by	
  any	
  library	
  loca6on	
  to	
  pick	
  up	
  a	
  
prize!	
  	
  Children	
  under	
  5	
  and	
  their	
  parents/caregivers	
  have	
  a	
  special	
  log	
  of	
  early	
  literacy	
  ac6vi6es.	
  	
  Those	
  reaching	
  their	
  
reading	
  goal	
  will	
  receive	
  a	
  cer6ﬁcate,	
  a	
  book	
  and	
  a	
  voucher	
  from	
  The	
  Gelato	
  Fiasco.	
  	
  A	
  system-‐wide	
  party	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  at	
  
Riverton	
  Branch	
  Library	
  on	
  Saturday,	
  August	
  2nd	
  at	
  11am.

Fun	
  and	
  Free	
  Events	
  at	
  the	
  Portland	
  Public	
  Library,	
  Monument	
  Square	
  locaSon
Thursday,	
  June	
  26th	
  at	
  1pm:	
  
Frogtown	
  Mountain	
  Puppeteers
Thursday,	
  July	
  3rd	
  at	
  10:30am:	
   Fish	
  Prin6ng	
  and	
  other	
  Fish	
  CraQs
Thursday,	
  July	
  10th	
  at	
  10:30am:	
   To	
  be	
  Announced
Thursday,	
  July	
  17th	
  at	
  10:30am:	
   Sparks	
  Ark
Thursday,	
  July	
  24th	
  at	
  10:30am:	
   Treasure	
  Hunter’s	
  Handbook	
  with	
  Liza	
  Gardner
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Reiche Green Team News and Summary - 2012/13
Take a walk through Reiche's gardens this week and you’ll see lots growing:
potatoes, leeks, tomatoes, garlic, kale, corn, sweet potatoes, lavender, peas,
mustard, mint, raspberries, blueberries, apples and asparagus.
The plants you see growing are the result of the hard work and care students have
put into the garden this year. Through weekly lessons with Cultivating Community,
K-5 students spent the spring preparing beds for planting, raising seedlings to
transplant and also sowing seeds directly in the garden. We look forward to fall
when the plants will be fully grown and Reiche students can enjoy the harvest.
The Reiche Green Team is happy to be a partner in these efforts. This year, the Green
Team raised $1200 through grants and other fundraising efforts including sales of
the popular Reiche Rockets T-shirts (designed by Joel Brown). Funds were spent to
invest in materials for the school garden, buy perennials for a garden sitting area,
and make a major upgrade in garden tools to support our work.
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TEACHER LEADERS
CHRIS KEEGAN
KEVIN BREWSTER
LORI BOBINSKI

ENRICHMENT
COMMITTEE
KRISTEN FOX Co-Chair
ANDREA MARTELLE Co-Chair
JESSIE McCALLUM
MARY ANN FOLEY
LAURA GRAVES
ALLISON VILLANI
ALYSON CIECHOMSKI
MADIA ALLODING
MARY OTTO
AWEIS ABDALLA
DAVID BRILEY
DIANE COHAN
INA DEMERS
ALYSSA GRUPP

CLIMATE COMMITTEE
TINA VEILLEUX Chair

Along with extending the reach of the classroom to the outdoors, the Reiche Garden
has been host to many visitors this spring. In May, the garden drew over 50 workday
volunteers to help repair the Clark St. stump circle, move beds and create new
planting areas, amend soil with compost, weed, rake, mulch and remove garbage
and debris.
We also celebrated our first school-wide Garden Day—an all-day event where
students enjoyed activities hosted by Garbage to Garden, Whole Foods, Pastor
Chuck’s Applesauce, Cumberland County Master Gardeners, Spiral Tree Yoga and
Portland Schools’ Central Kitchen. Kids were thrilled to spend time outside while
making their own seed balls, sampling and voting on apple varieties, tasting fruits
and vegetables in all colors of the rainbow, and learning about preserving food,
among other activities.
In June, the garden hosted a group from the Quimby Family Foundation and Portland
Trails. These are two organizations which have funded our garden and greening
efforts in the past, and which look at the Reiche gardens as a model among area
schools. The visit gave us a great opportunity to showcase our outdoor learning
spaces and explain what an asset they are to our school and to our neighborhood.
Summer can be a hard time for Reiche’s gardens, and the Green Team reaches out
this time of year for help keeping them watered and healthy. This year, we are
excited to have summer school students using and caring for the gardens while they
study. We also have many families who have each volunteered to return as summer
garden stewards for a week. If you will be nearby the school this summer, and want
to be part of the team that helps care for the gardens, there is still room for help-please contact Hazel Holmes for more information (hazebholmes@gmail.com).
REICHE FACEBOOK PAGE: REICHE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
PTO WEBSITE: WWW.REICHEPTO.COM
SCHOOL WEBSITE: WWW.REICHE.PORTLANDSCHOOLS.ORG
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